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| want to congratulate you on the first issue of ‘The
Volunteer.’ This newsletter is a product of your
efforts and has been produced by, and written for
you - the United Nations Volunteers of Sierra
Leone. | would like to recognise Andrew Chishakwe
and his editorial team for their hard work and dedi-
cation in producing such a high quality communi-
cation tool. As with volunteering, this publication
was produced wholly out of voluntary effort. Self-
motivated and hardworking, you continue to set
example to the rest of the UN family.

On a global level, the 10-year Brussels Programme
of Action (BPoA) recognizes the special needs of
the least developed countries (LDCs) and the
contribution of volunteers in meeting those needs.
In the BPoA, voluntary action is encouraged to help
improve the quality of life of the poor by extending
to them social infrastructures and basic social
services; providing services in educational and
training fields; and enhancing social integration
‘and social safety nets. The UNV programme is the
focal point in the UN for the promotion of volunteer-
ism for development.

Since the adoption of the BPoA in 2001, there has
been a growth in UNV support for the development
efforts of the LDCs. By the end of 2005, UNV was
working in 42 of the 50 LDCs, helping to introduce
and strengthen volunteer infrastructure, and plac-
ing UN volunteers in development and peace build-
ing programmes. And here in Sierra Leone, you
continue to make a difference to the lives of count-
less Sierra Leoneans, contributing towards the
attainment of the country’s development.

This newsletter is your platform to promote the
crucial work you continue to do. Volunteerism is
more important than ever for the development and
prosperity of the LDCs, and also consolidate the
peace in Sierra Leone, so let's use The Volunteer to
showcase your talents. It is your voice, let it be
heard.

| look forward to reading each issue and | trust you
will make it a success.

Y

Victor Angelo
Executive Representative
Secretary General

WELCOME LETTER FROM
THE PROGRAMME OFFICER

| welcome you all to the
maiden issue of The Volun-
teer. We took this initiative to
allow United Nations Volun-
teers (UNVs), programme
partners, stakeholders and
the people of Sierra Leone to
learn more about the UNV programmes and the
important work being done by UNVs workingin this
country.

We currently have 50 UNVs serving in Sierra Leone;
18 international and six national coordinated by
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